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of decided hostility to the clerical party and were in favour of the
present moderate liberal government policy. Prince Oettingen-
Wallerstein had in the meantime returned from Paris and
endeavoured to get on good terms with the King in the hope of
being able to bring order into the hopeless situation.

Ludwig I trembled from one Session to the other lest the Lola
Montez affair should be publicly discussed by Count Arco-Valley
who was the leader of the Opposition. This delegate attacked the
so-called liberal Ministry which had carried out no reform work
of any sort, and he made some allusions to the superiority of
Abel's Ministry. In answer to that Maurer referred to the famous
memorandum of the Ministers, which he considered had dragged
the Kingdom through the mud. Thereupon Count Seinsheim,
the King's former friend, who was now out of favour, got up:
'Our loyal conscience induced us to write as we did. What I did
then I would do again to-day/ 'Very well/ was the answer,
'but at any rate you were wrong to publish such a letter/

Although Oettingen-Wallerstein did not acknowledge himself
unequivocally on the side of Lola Montez, he won the King's
favour by his attitude to Maurer, on whose letter he commented:
Truly this man treats his King in an unbecoming manner/1
The Prince took credit to himself that he had prevented the
'most delicate and personal relations from being so much as
touched upon at the Landtag'. As Oettingen-Wallerstein concurred
in the wishes of Lola Montez and of the King, the days of the
Ministry were numbered. Rumours were already circulating in
Munich that another Ministry would be formed whose members
would owe their appointment exclusively to Lola Montez. 'Now
we shall even have a Lola Ministry!' cried Count Bernstorff in
despair.2 'I pity Prince Oettingen-Wallerstein, who thinks it
necessary to lend his noble name to such a thing. Feeling is so
bad that it could scarcely be worse. . . /

High and low were agreed that Lola Montez was carrying her
behaviour to even worse lengths than before. This woman
believes she can take any liberties she likes/ Bourgoing reported.
'Herr von Maurer told me yesterday that the dancer appoints the
Ministers and dismisses them, She wants to rule. A little while ago
she declared outright: 'The Queen is the Queen, but I rule." '

1  Prince zu Oettingen-Wallerstein to Ludwig I, Munich, 6th November, 1847.
Munich H.A.

2  Graf BernstorS to Freiherr von Canitz, Munich, 23rd November, 1847.
Secret Prussian St.A., Dahlem.